
             by L'ARCHE JOURNEY 
  
"Home life is at the heart of a 
LôArche community.  We are 
called to be one body.  We 
live, work, pray and celebrate 
together, sharing our joys and 
our sufferings, and forgiving 
each other as in a family. We 
have a simple lifestyle which 
gives priority to relationships." 
-from The Charter of L'Arche  
  
   We had a big change in our 
home in September, when our 
new housemate, Patrick 
Kindle, arrived!  It has been 
fun getting to know him and 
sharing about our house 
traditions. When Patrick 
introduced himself at his first 
worship, he was very 
comfortable and happy to 
meet so many new 
friends.  Patrick fits in well at 
Journey; he likes our usual 
activities-- bowling, exercises, 
going out for lunch,  buying a 
pop at Country Fair, plus 
watching TV or videos. He is 
also gaining  some new skills 
with cooking, doing his 
laundry and developing his 
daily routines. 
  Patrick has accepted some 
responsibility in caring for our 
home, as well.  He brings in 
the mail, sweeps the floor, 
and offers to help as needed.   
   Even though he's only 
been with us a few months, 
Patrick is very much "at 
home" here. He enjoys 
welcoming visitors to see his 
room.  He has lots of photos 
and post cards and an 

Welcome Home, Patrick! 
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interesting collection of snow 
globes!   
  Usually Patrick is pretty 
energetic, asking questions, 
making plans, or talking 
about "what's new,ò but he 
also takes time to relax with 
his many decks of cards.  He 
is an excellent shuffler and 
dealer and plays solitaire 
almost every day.   
Patrick is very faithful to his 
family. He's had some 
overnight visits with his mom 
and his sisters and likes to 
call them on the phone.  He 
especially enjoys sharing the 
holidays with them.  
   Patrick has also 
been interested in learning 
about L'Arche. He's been 
practicing how to spell 
"journey" and his 
housematesô names and has 
started praying for everyone 
during our evening prayer 
after dinner. We've been 
helping him to remember the 
date of his arrival 
(September 23), since we 
have a long time tradition of 
celebrating our L'Arche 
anniversaries with the same 
enthusiasm  as our 
birthdays.  He has also 
enjoyed visiting other 
homes,  and making new 
friends. When asked how he 
feels about his new home, 
Patrick responded,  "I like 
it,ò then  added a double 
thumbs up with a smile. 
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Beyond Intellectual 

Disabilities: Learning through 

the Heart of Another 

Weõd like to start emailing more 

newsletters than we mail. If 

youõd like to receive our 

newsletter via email, please 

submit  your  in fo  to 

laura@larcheerie.org. 

 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dear Friends of LôArche, 

 

Challenges should not set our limits 

 ï and we know that life is full of  

challenges!  The members of LôArche 

Erie certainly face their share of challenges whether they are 

in the form of individual disabilities or financial insecurity 

due to significant cuts in government funding.  Meeting these 

challenges and embracing them as opportunities for growth 

pull us beyond their limitations.   

 

How do we change our challenges into opportunities?  By 

dynamically living the values of LôArche:   

§trust in God  

§recognition of the equal value and giftedness of every 

person  

§give and take relationships based on shared compassion, 

mutual respect and faithfulness  

§simplicity and stewardship  

§forgiveness, celebration, hospitality and acceptance.   

Infusing these values into our lives and our homes compels us 

to recognize our challenges as calls to growth and renewal. 

 

As we look forward to celebrating our 40th year in Erie in 

2012, we know that challenges and opportunities will keep 

coming.  We also know that remaining faithful to our values 

and mission will spur us to work toward a future where all 

people, whatever their difficulties or fragilities, find their 

places of contribution and full participation in our world.  We 

invite you to join us in this work of hope ï with your prayers, 

your time, your financial support.  Thank you for being a part 

of our future! 

 

Gratefully,  

 
Vicki Washek 

Community Leader 

Bob M helping in the office 



 

 

LõArche Erie  

Statement of Operations   

 Revenues      2009-2010 2010-2011 

  Government Funding $2,804,182 $2,826,157  

  Room and Board  $   188,309 $  190,675  

  Gifts   $    50,082 $     34,217  

  Miscellaneous  $     17,329 $    32,762       

 Total Revenue     $3,059,902  $3,083,811  

 Expenses         

  Salaries, Benefits  $2,227,125 $2,513,993     

  Operations  $  214,858 $   212,049   

  Food and Household $      111,461 $    102,231   

  Interest   $    49,860 $      47,013   

  Transport/Maintain $    138,451 $   130,060     

  Depreciation  $    173,760 $    175,755        

   

 Total Expenses       $3,044,220 $3,181,101  

  

  

          

  

  

         

   

 

 

Annual Report 2010-2011  
   

Left Bottom: Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by 

Bethany Home at our annual Christmas Party 

Left Top: Joe E helps with one of his favorite things. He 

decorated an assistantôs Christmas tree the week of 

Christmas. He vacuumed the area of pine needles and later 

he will remove decorations, too. Joe was a big help for 

Carole B!  

Above: Bob D plays his favorite Christmas song, The Little 

Drummer Boy. 
 

Right Top: Assistants give input on the Mandate 
 

Right Bottom: LôArche received surprise gifts from our 

friends at Dr. Shieldôs office via Santa. A special thank-you 

to them for making a wonderful Christmas! 
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